CHECKLIST FOR SELECTING A CHILD CARE FACILITY

Selecting a child care provider is one of the most important decisions for a parent. Before visiting a facility, it is helpful to identify the basic family needs that parents look for in a child care program. These may be the location of the program, the hours of operation, transportation services, etc.

After selecting child care programs that meet their basic needs, parents are urged to visit the programs to learn first-hand if it is the right program for the child/children and the family. There is no substitute for a “walk through” visit. Take the time to talk to the child care provider and ask questions about the children’s day-to-day activities and meals and/or snacks served. 
When choosing a child care arrangement and monitoring a choice after enrollment, parents may want to use the following checklist:

· Staff members are warm and friendly. The children seem happy and relaxed.

· My child felt comfortable during the visit.

· The child care facility accepts children my child’s age.

· The hours of operation fit my schedule.

· Transportation is available if needed.

· Activities are available for children of different age groups.

· There are enough staff members to care for the children.

· There are enough toys, books, paint and games in good condition.

· The classrooms are nicely arranged to allow for active and quiet play.

· The staff is trained to care for children.

· Staff members are respectful to children, co-workers, and parents.

· All fees are clear and concise.

· The facility is clean and safe.

· The program’s mission is appropriately focused on children.

· Parents are welcome and can visit without notice at any time.
